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cities to enter into an alliance with her and to forfeit con-
siderable parts of their territory, which were declared to be
the property of the Roman people. The Sabines were finally
incorporated in the Roman state, and were made citizens,
without the right of voting in the popular assembly. The
Gauls were driven back into the Po valley after a series of
bloody battles.
The conditions under which the Samnites and Etruscans
were included in the Roman alliance were approximately the
same as those under which the Latins had been incorporated.
With each tribe and city Rome concluded a separate agree-
ment, not permitting any of them to enter into other alliances
or agreements of any kind. The tribes and cities of Samnium
and Etruria kept their domestic self-government but were
forced to submit to the political control of Rome. They still
lived and governed themselves by their own laws and customs ;
they had their own magistrates and priests, and their own
territory ; but their troops were entirely at the disposition of
the Roman magistrates and, in case of war, formed part of
the Roman army under the supreme command of the Roman
consuls or their substitutes, the praetors. These new allies
were less favoured than the Latins had been. Though they did
have the right of transacting business (commercium) in Rome,
and these transactions were protected by law, they hardly
possessed the right of acquiring landed property in Roman
territory; not all of them had the conubium, i.e. the right of
intermarrying with Romans ; even by settling in Rome they
could not acquire the citizenship without special permission
from the popular assembly.
In order to secure her predominance in Italy, Rome made
use of the lands ceded by her rivals which had become the
property of the Roman people (ager publicus or ager Romanus).
These lands were now planted with Roman citizens and made
over to them in full possession. As forming part of the city's
territory, they were incorporated in the tribes into which
the original territory was divided. Different methods of
•colonization were adopted in different places. At the most
important points, where there were good harbours on the
coast and where military roads crossed inside the country,
fortresses were built and garrisoned with Roman citizens, and
a considerable extent of public land was assigned to them
for cultivation. These fortified places were called Roman

